Day 7

Language Arts - Letter Cards
Cut letter cards along dotted lines. Make a pile of capital
letters and lowercase letters. Choose a pile. Mix up the
letters. Try to put the letters in alphabetical order. Try to
make some words with the letters. Write your words ona
piece of paper. Can you match the lowercase letters with the
capital letters?

Math - Counting Backwards
Practice counting backwards starting from 20. If that is too
difficult at this time, you can practice counting backwards
from 10.

Science - Weird Water Experiment
Print out "Weird Water" experiment. Your child will enjoy
playing with water to explore surface tension!

Social Studies - Maps
Go to http://www.earobics.com/gamegoo/gooey.html. Click
on Tina's World Buggy Trails. Follow the instructions and use
your map skills to play the game.
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Have Fun With "Weird" Water

by Latrenda Knighten

It doesn’t take an official science observation for any parent to know that kids almost
always love to play with water. In this experiment, your kindergartner has your
permission to make spills, as she plays with water to explore surface tension. Encourage
your child to work like a scientist as she makes predictions, conducts an experiment and
discusses the results. This simple activity is not only interesting, but it also helps your
kindergartner build a foundation of basic scientific principles and procedures.

What You Need:

e 1 clear plastic cup

e Medicine dropper

e Pitcher of water

e Blank paper for recording
e Pencil or marker

e Clean towel

Background Information: Water and other liquids have a thin film that covers their
surface. Forces within the water (surface tension) pull the water molecules closer
together and make the water seem to have a skin. The “skin” created by surface tension
is able to stretch so that water poured into a cup will look as though it is stretching
beyond the top of the cup.

What to Do:
1. Place the cup on a flat surface. Fill the cup to the very top with water.

2. Help your child to make a recording sheet with the piece of blank paper. At the
top of the piece of paper, help your child make a heading for the page ... “How



many drops of water will a full cup of water hold?” Draw a two-column table on
the piece of paper. Label one column “My Prediction” and label the other column
“The Result”.

3. Ask your child to describe the cup of water. Ask her if she thinks the cup can
hold more water. Then ask her to make a prediction (guess) about how many
drops of water it will take to make the cup overflow. Allow your child to record
her prediction.

4. Begin the experiment. Give your child a medicine dropper and allow her to add
water drops to the full cup of water. Make sure that your child counts EACH
drop she adds to the cup. You may want to use paper and pencil to make tally
marks to keep track of each drop of water added to the cup. Encourage your child
to watch the water “stretch” as she adds drops of water to the already full cup.

5. How many drops of water did it take to make the cup overflow? Allow your child

to record the number of drops of water it took to make the cup of water overflow

on the recording sheet in the result column.

Once the experiment is over, discuss the results with your child.

7. Try exploring the same concept by adding drops of water to the head of a penny.
Observe to see if your child uses the experience with the cup of water in making a
prediction about the number of drops of water a penny will hold. (Your child may
have predicted a small number for the first experiment, but she may use what she
learned from the first experiment to make a prediction about the number of drops
of water a penny can hold.)
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Latrenda Knighten has spent 19 years teaching in a variety of elementary school
classrooms, from kindergarten through fifth grade. For nine of those years, she taught
kindergarten. She also served as an elementary school math and science specialist. She
lives in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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